SEIS

Dealing with Priority species in the Planning Process

Pre-application
preparation
Step 1
Applicant needs to:
Consider Priority species
when developing
proposals
Check what the local
authority requires as part
of the application
(Biodiversity validation
list)
Step 2
Identify Priority habitats
present (Phase 1 survey
necessary unless this
information is available)
Step 3
Identify Priority species likely
to be present using Suffolk
Biodiversity Information
Service (SBIS) Priority
species Gateway
(www.suffolkbis.org.uk/
biodiversity/speciesandhabitats/
gateway)
Step 4
Contact SBIS for datasearch
to inform ecology survey &
assessment.
NB Data search must not be
published with application.
Step 5
Seek ecological advice.

NB. Consultants should submit
all raw ecological data to SBIS.
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Submission of Planning
Application

Have Priority species surveys
been submitted with the
application?
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Consideration of Planning
Application

Further information supplied by
applicant

Are there detailed survey
reports for individual Priority
species?

If it is a general survey that
recommends further surveys,
have these been included?

Unable to be determined until
sufficient survey information
supplied
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Are Priority species confirmed using
the site?
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Are Priority species likely to be

affected by the application?
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Ecological advice required. See
FAQs for guidance on when and
who to consult.
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Is there sufficient survey
information and have
appropriate mitigation

measures been identified?

LAs may need to
consult SWT/RSPB

Further negotiations with
applicant. Can acceptable
results be achieved?

Determination of Planning
Application by Local
Authority

Proceed with
application

Consider attaching
informative on what to do if
Priority species are found
during development

Proceed with
application

Secure mitigation proposals
through conditions

Consider refusal

(NERC duty compliance)



http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140605090108/http:/naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/planningdevelopment/spatialplanning/standingadvice/faq.aspx
http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/biodiversity/statutoryobligations

