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Guidance Documents 



 
 

• Direct Impacts 
– Habitat loss 

• Least productive land for agriculture (Grade 3b or above, paragraph 
112 of NPPF) may be better in nature conservation terms 

• Loss of habitat for rare arable weeds and invertebrates 

– Fragmentation 
• Security fencing acting as a barrier to movement 

– displacement of species 

 
• Indirect Impacts 

– Land-use change 

 



 
• Avoidance and mitigation 

– Retain existing landscape features such as hedgerows or 
mature trees 

– Time construction to avoid sensitive periods e.g. bird 
breeding season 

– Use of pile foundations in preference to concrete foundations 
– Minimise the use of security lighting 

 
• Enhancement Opportunities 

– >5m Buffer strips between solar panels and hedges 
– Conversion to grassland or wildflower rich meadows 
– Grazing by sheep, chickens or geese 
– Enhance hedgerows as part of screening 

 



EIA Screening for large scale solar 
arrays 

• Not listed under Schedule 2 of the Regulations 
• Could have a likely significant effect on the 

environment 
• Proposal should be assessed against the 

selection criteria identified in Schedule 3 of 
the Regulations 
– Characteristics of the development 
– Location of the development 
– Characteristics of the potential impact 



Reference Location Size (Ha) Output (MW) 

DE21/11/0039 Stody Estate 20 5 

DE21/12/0125 Extension to Carlton Farm, North Walsham 21 6 

DE21/12/0229 Extension to Carlton Farm, North Walsham 5 4 

DE21/12/0236 Norwich Road, North Walsham 25 7 

DE21/12/0237 Worstead Farm, North Walsham 15 9 

DE21/12/0230 Horning Road, Hoveton 28 10 

DE21/12/0235 Grange Farm, Hoveton 17 4 

DE21/12/0268 Mill Lane, Plumstead 35 12 

DE21/12/0275 Stody Estate 31 11 

DE21/12/0276 Sandy Hills, North Walsham 11 5 

DE21/13/0042 Foulsham Airfield 6 4 

DE21/13/0074 Becketts Farm, Hempstead 25 15 

DE21/13/0106 Reepham Road, Briston 15 7 

DE21/13/0162 Top Farm, Great Snoring 15 7 

TOTAL 269 79 

EIA Screening Opinion Requests – not taken 
forward to full application (to date) 



Scheme Submission 
Date 

Planning 
Reference 

Area of 
proposal 
(Ha) 

Size of 
Output 
(MW) 

Planning 
Permission 
Granted 

Operational 
status 

Carlton Farm, Worstead, 
North Walsham 

March 2011 PF/11/0418 16 5 Yes – 24th May 
2011 

Operational 

Manor Farm, Crossdale 
Street, Northrepps 

July 2012 PF/12/0816 
 

26 10 Yes – 15th 
November 2012 

Under 
Construction 

North Creake Airfield, 
Egmere, Walsingham 

February 
2013 

PF/13/0168 42 20 Yes – 21st March 
2013 

Under 
Construction 

Hall Farm, East Beckham June 2013 PF/13/0772 25 10 Yes – 23rd 
September 2013 

Preparing for 
Construction 

Pond Farm, Bodham August 
2013 

PF/13/0960 8 3.6 Pending - 

Former Airfield, West 
Raynham, Fakenham 

October 
2013 

PF/13/1166 96 49.9 Pending - 

TOTAL 213 98.5 

Scheme Submission 
Date 

Planning 
Reference 

Area of 
proposal 
(Ha) 

Size of 
Output 
(MW) 

Planning 
Permission 
Granted 

Scottow Road, Scottow November 2012 PF/12/1094 31 13 Withdrawn 

Strawberry Lane, Saxthorpe November 2012 PF/12/1113 14 6 Withdrawn 

Belaugh Road, Hoveton 
(partly within Broadland DC) 

November 2012 PF/12/1142 8 12 Withdrawn 

TOTAL 53 31 



Carlton Farm, 
Worstead 



• 16Ha 
• 5MW 
• Single intensively cropped arable field 
• Poor field boundaries 
• Adjacent to railway 
• Potential scope for ecological 

enhancements 



• No Ecological Report 
or LVIA 
 

• Basic landscaping plan 
 

• Very basic ecological 
and landscape 
enhancements 
proposed 





Manor Farm, Crossdale Street 
Northrepps 

 
• Comprises 3 former agricultural 

fields 
 

• 26 Hectares 
 

• Will generate approximately 
11MW of electricity 
 

• In the Norfolk Coast AONB 
 

• Adjacent to A140 – main tourist 
route into Cromer 





Phase 1 Habitat Map 

Semi-improved 
grassland 
 
Species Rich 
hedgerows 
 
semi-natural 
broadleaf 
woodland 
 
Some oak trees 
identified as 
potential bat 
roosts 
 
Skylarks/Hares 
 
Recommended 
ecological buffer 
zone of 6 metres 



Semi-natural broadleaf woodland Semi-improved grassland margins 

Arable field with species rich hedgerows 



Site Layout: Before and after 



Cross Sections for boundary planting 



Planting Plan 





Fencing 
and CCTV 

detail 



Hall Farm, East Beckham

• 23ha

• 10MW

• 500m from AONB

• Split across two fields

• Reduced in size since 

pre-application 

discussions/screening 

opinion



Aerial View and Phase 1 Habitat 

Map







North Creake Airfield, Egmere
Original planning application - withdrawn



Revised planning 

application





Phase 1 Habitat Surveys for 

both applications



Planting Proposals







Pond Farm, 

Bodham

• 8 Ha

• 3.6MW

• Land owner applicant







Landscape Masterplan



• Current planning application at former RAF base

• Largest site to date

RAF West Raynham





In summary:In summary:

••Detailed ecological information to support Detailed ecological information to support 

applicationapplication

••Lots of negotiation Lots of negotiation –– to secure improvementsto secure improvements

••Construction requirements Construction requirements –– practicalitiespracticalities

••Aftercare Aftercare –– ownership / responsibilityownership / responsibility

••Conditions Conditions 

••MonitoringMonitoring



To graze or not to To graze or not to 

graze!graze!
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