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Outstanding national result for SBIS 

The new National Biodiversity Network Gateway Data Assessment shows SBIS data holdings are being viewed 

online and downloaded by an increasingly large number of users. The summary shows the dataset has increased 

by about 200,000 records in the last year and now stands at over 2.5 million records. 

Recent posts from Dr Tom August (Computational Ecologist, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology – Biological Records 

Centre) have highlighted Suffolk’s position as the largest single county dataset open for public view at tetrad 

resolution. Graphs of the top postcodes in the UK show the top three most recorded areas are from Suffolk 

which tops the chart for most species and for most records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The value of ‘citizen science’ in collecting information on our changing environment has been effectively demonstrated by 

Tom’s superb animated map showing the spread of Harlequin Ladybird (Harmonia axyridis).    

Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service 
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Suffolk Biodiversity Project Fund is looking for 

Projects to Support! 

The Project Fund has a wide remit and supports the 

conservation of biodiversity in Suffolk.  We welcome 

applications from community groups,  conservation 

bodies and Local Authorities, but the maximum 

application is £1,000 as funds are limited.  

Applications should have realistic and achievable aims, 

methodology and timescales and should demonstrate 

partnership working, where possible. 

There are no deadlines, just design your project 

carefully, talk to partner organisations as necessary, 

and submit your application. We guarantee to give you 

a decision within 4 weeks, although it’s usually faster 

than that.  

 

Examples of successful applications under £500: 

Haverhill Wildlife Group Community Bat Box Project 

West Stow Toad Rescue Project 

East Suffolk House Sparrow Project 

Breckland Flora Group 

SOS Swift Project (Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Suffolk 

Ornithologists Group) 

Please contact Gen Broad if you would like an 

application form - gen.broad@suffolk.gov.uk  
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https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/data-certificate-2016-SBIS.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=927459737390704
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=927460397390638
https://shiny-prod.nerc-lancaster.ac.uk/tomaug/natures_postcode/
https://twitter.com/TomAugust85/status/794119705917325313
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Having watched BBC’s Springwatch (partly because it 

was local) and inspired by Jeremy Mynott’s work at 

Shingle Street (www.shinglestreetsurvey.org.uk), I 

thought I would look more closely at what had been 

recorded in my home village, Boyton. 

Boyton has a good range of habitats, from the River 

Tang and Rendlesham Forest to the RSPB Boyton 

Marshes Reserve, areas of grassland and gardens in the 

village, so I was hopeful that there would be much of 

interest. 

I started by contacting Martin Sanford and Ben Heather 

at SBIS and they could not have been more helpful. 

They set up a recording group for Boyton, delineated 

by the parish boundaries and supplied all the historic 

records to date.  

These amounted to records of around 1,900 species. 

That equates to about 300 species/hectare, which 

compares reasonably well with the c.500 species/

hectare recorded at RSPB Minsmere, and is all the 

more impressive bearing in mind that Minsmere is 

carefully managed by the RSPB to maximise its 

biodiversity and is heavily monitored. 

The other striking feature, looking through the records, 

is what has been lost over the years. It seems that 

Boyton had areas of species-rich grassland at some 

stage, complete with Green-winged, Frog and 

Pyramidal Orchids, amongst lots of other interesting 

plants. Other more recent losses include Corn Bunting 

and Lesser Spotted Woodpecker. That fits well with 

recent national reports, such as the State of Nature 

2016.  

My thinking behind Wild Boyton is that, by making 

people understand more about our local biodiversity 

and become aware that we live in a special area, there 

is a possibility that they may be more willing to 

treasure and protect what we have here. 

To practice what I preach, I have been looking more 

diligently in my garden and around the local area and 

writing articles for our local community magazine 

about the project and what I have been finding. It is 

quite remarkable what must have been under my nose 

the whole time! I knew we had Ant Lions (which shows 

how special this area is and how lucky we are), but I 

have also found Wasp Spider and Ivy Bee, along with a 

growing number of bee, wasp, hoverfly and 

miscellaneous other records. 

It has not always been easy 

but there is plenty of 

guidance in books and on 

the internet.  Then there is 

the unfailing helpful group 

of county recorders who 

seem to be willing to 

spend their time 

correcting, what must be 

to them, my schoolboy 

errors and generally 

sharing their expertise. 

I have been sharing my 

experiences in the local community magazine and have 

had some supportive responses. It is clear, though, that 

many local people have only a scant knowledge of the 

natural world and there is a sizeable percentage that 

seems to have very little interest in changing that. It 

does worry me that if there is such a disconnection 

here, amongst people living in the midst of all this 

wonderful wildlife, what is it like in urban areas?  

Wild Boyton 
Gary Lowe 

Wasp spider with stabilimentum  - a spiral web 

decoration. The function may be for protection either 

through camouflage or  by  making the web more visible. 

Photo: Gary Lowe 

Noon fly Mesembrina 

meridiana  recorded in Boyton 

Photo: Gary Lowe 

http://www.shinglestreetsurvey.org.uk


I continue with the mission of raising awareness and 

increasing understanding. Courtesy of a grant from SCDC’s 

Greenprint Forum, Suffolk Coast and Heath AONB 

Sustainable Development Fund and the East Suffolk 

Partnership, I have been able to organise a couple of 

events in Boyton. A fungus foray, because there were very 

few records of fungi (and Rob Dryden found us a very 

good range of species), and a look at soil invertebrates (or 

a mini-beast hunt, as advertised), ably led by the very 

knowledgeable Paul Lee. 

With the dregs of the grant, I bought every household in 

Boyton a bug-pot, which was delivered with the flyer and 

a message that they could use it to pass on to me any 

records of species that they had found in their garden or 

locally. 

I hope in the future to develop a platform (website or 

perhaps a Facebook page, if I can work out what that is) 

on which to put all the historic records and have a forum 

for what is being seen locally at any given time. I  also 

intend to seek to involve my fellow Boytonians in a few 

simple surveys. Boyton remains a reasonably reliable place 

to see Turtle Doves, and it would be interesting to see 

how widespread Ant Lions are in the parish. Any ideas for 

easily-identifiable and accessible species that might spark 

an interest would be gratefully received! 

In the meantime, the species list is growing and is over 

2,000. Please feel free to join the recording group, visit 

this lovely area, and see if you can add to that. 

If anyone has any questions, suggestions or ideas, please 

do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Gary Lowe email: gary.lowe1957@btinternet.co  

Tel: 01394 411203.  

SuffolkBRO www.suffolkbis.org.uk/suffolkbro and the 

‘about recording groups page’  

http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/groups/about  

This has a link to a list of available groups to join which 

you can only see once you are logged in with an account. 
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Boyton Bug Hunt  

Two of the species found during the bug hunt - 

top: Convolvulus Hawk-moth Agrius convolvuli, 

bottom: Merveille du Jour  Griposia aprilina. 

Photos: Gary Lowe 

mailto:gary.lowe1957@btinternet.co
http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/suffolkbro
http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/groups/about


Sir David Attenborough has urged people 

to get behind Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s 

campaign to raise £1million and create a 

giant nature reserve for people and 

wildlife in the Suffolk Broads. 

Following initial support from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), the Trust 

now has the unprecedented opportunity 

to buy land flanking the existing nature 

reserve at Carlton and Oulton Marshes to 

form 1,000 acres of wildness in the 

Broads National Park. It is hoped the site 

will ultimately become the Suffolk Broads 

National Nature Reserve. 

The land purchase, the biggest attempted 

in the Trust’s 55 year history, will lead to 

the creation of a mix of wet habitats that 

so many nationally rare animals and 

plants depend on. 

Sir David Attenborough, President 

Emeritus of The Wildlife Trusts, said: 

“England’s wildlife is under great and ever growing pressure. It is vital that we restore our land on a landscape scale 

so that it can support more wild plants and animals. Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s ambition to extend Carlton and Oulton 

Marshes is a unique opportunity to do just this and it has my whole-hearted support. 

 “Please help Suffolk Wildlife Trust rescue this precious corner of East Anglia and bring back wildlife in all its 

splendour.  By giving generously you will be investing not just in wildlife but in the happiness and fulfilment of 

thousands of people now and in the future.” 

The new reedbed will be the largest in the Broads, supporting breeding marsh harrier and bittern, as well as reed 

bunting, grasshopper warbler and lesser known species like white mantled wainscot moth, which has only been 

found in Suffolk. 

A seven mile network of restored freshwater ditches will be amongst the best in the UK and will allow Broadland 

specialists including plants, water voles and the rare fen raft spider to spread across the landscape. More than 150 

acres of marsh, fen meadow and shallow pools will be created, 

with thousands of metres of soft muddy edges, for wintering 

wildfowl and nationally declining waders like lapwing and redshank 

to feed.  

HLF has approved the Trust’s initial plans for the land 

purchase, together with proposals to improve the reserve for 

visitors and develop wide-ranging education activities.  HLF has 

awarded the Trust a development grant of £246,300  to work on 

the detailed plans necessary to secure a full grant of £4m for the 

project.  
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Creation of Suffolk Broads National Nature Reserve 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

Water Vole at Carlton Marshes. Photo by Gavin Durrant, a 

volunteer at the reserve 



The enthusiasm of HLF for the Trust’s vision brings the project a step closer and Suffolk Wildlife Trust is now 

launching a £1million fundraising campaign towards the land purchase. 

Julian Roughton, chief executive of Suffolk Wildlife Trust said: “This is an opportunity to create wildness as far as 

the eye can see and restore a magnificent landscape in the UK’s most nature-rich National Park. Buying this land 

will create an amazing place for wildlife that people can enjoy forever. It’s an ambitious vision and raising £1million 

will enable us to make it happen.” 

Kerry Stranix, Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s Communications and Fund Raising Manager, said “As at 12th December we 

had raised £279,713. It’s a fabulous start to be over a quarter of the way there before Christmas. But we still have a 

long way to go. It’s very easy to support the appeal. You can donate online at suffolkbroads.org.uk - and you can 

even sponsor an area of the new reserve as a Christmas present, with a gift certificate to send on to the 

recipient.  (Much better than socks!). We are tremendously grateful to everyone who has given their kind support 

and hope that everyone will help us spread the word about this fabulous opportunity.” 

Each donation will effectively be tripled by the legacy gifts the Trust has already received, Gift Aid and through the 

charity’s approaches to funders like the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
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Looking over the reserve and the new land flying 
north. Oulton Broad can be seen top right. Photo taken 

from a drone by John Lord  

Marsh Harrier. Photo Paul Sawer 

 

Suffolk Birds 2015 available 
Suffolk Naturalists’ Society 

Suffolk Birds 2015 Vol 65 is hot off the press and available now from Ipswich Museum and 

RSPB Minsmere.  The report is published by Suffolk Naturalists’ Society and compiled by 

Suffolk Ornithologists’ Group. The editor is Nick Mason, greatly assisted by Philip Murphy 

with photos by Bill Baston and artwork by Phil Whittaker. 

The Black-browed Albatross on the front cover was seen at RSPB Minsmere on 12th July 

2015! 

Cost: £10 to collect or £12 with postage & packing 

Suffolk Dragonflies, edited by Nick Mason and Adrian Parr, is also available at the same 

price - published in September 2016, this new book provides a comprehensive update on 

the fortunes of Suffolk’s dragonflies. To order online, visit SNS > or collect from Ipswich 

Museum / RSPB Minsmere. 

https://www.suffolkbroads.org.uk/
http://www.sns.org.uk/pages/Dragonflies.shtml
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After the success of the Dedham Vale and Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB 

Scattered Orchard Projects (SOP) last year, which saw the planting of 168 

traditional fruit and nut trees at 36 sites in the Suffolk/Essex Areas of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), funding has been secured to extend 

the SOP into the rest of the Stour Valley and to some other sites in the 

Suffolk Coast and Heaths, thanks to the Stour Valley Environment Fund and 

Galloper Wind Farm Fund.  

So far 17 sites have been allocated trees. It will be a joy to watch these 

scattered orchards maturing over time, seeing their blossom in the spring 

and local communities foraging for the fruit in the autumn. 

As well as extending this project, we want to continue working with the 

various community stakeholders we worked with in 2015 on a project to 

increase the number and diversity of nectar rich plants beneficial to 

pollinators, particularly bees, at each SOP site. Some fruit trees are planted 

in sites with little floristic diversity so planting nectar rich plants will not only 

increase the biodiversity of the area but will help with the pollination of the 

fruit trees.  

   

We have called this new project ‘Pollinator Patches’ and 

its aim is to plant native bulbs, wildflower plugs/ seed and 

small trees and shrubs which provide nectar and pollen 

beneficial to pollinators throughout the year. This scheme 

will involve the local community in the planting so will 

continue to bring local people together on a project that 

will be there for future generations to enjoy.  

So far we have run a training session for volunteers with 

Gen Broad, Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service 

Biodiversity Officer, on wildflower identification and site 

surveys. These volunteers then visited the SOP sites and 

identified what habitat was already at each of the sites, 

what could be done to improve wildlife value and where 

the best places were for pollinator patches. The local community have planted spring 

bulbs, wildflower plugs and sown wildflower seed such as yellow rattle. The small 

trees and shrubs such as pussy willow and crab apple will be planted in the winter 

alongside snowdrops and aconites in the green.  

Information boards will be installed to raise awareness about the projects, what has 

been planted and why and the posters and flyers distributed locally to raise awareness 

of what people can do to increase pollinators to their gardens.  

To promote the idea of ‘pollinator patches’ to a wider audience there will be an event 

held early in the new year in each AONB where wildflower seed and snowdrops / 

aconites in the green will be given out.  

More Scattered Orchards and New Pollinator Patches in Suffolk/Essex AONBs 
Emma Black, Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project 

Fruit tree planting in conservation area /

allotments in Assington 

Wildflower planting in Bures Community woodland 
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The Environment Agency, working in collaboration with a riparian 

landowner, has recently completed a scheme to improve habitat 

diversity along a 750m section of the Somersham watercourse.  

The Somersham watercourse, a tributary of the River Gipping, has 

previously been modified for land drainage purposes with the result 

that the channel is now excessively wide and deep in places causing 

large amounts of sediment to drop out of suspension at times of low 

flow smothering underlying gravels. In addition, there is little shade 

allowing large stands of one or two dominant plant species to 

dominate the channel in places. 

Funding for the work has been provided by Defra’s Water 

Environment Improvement Fund. The increase in habitat diversity will 

help move the Somersham watercourse towards Good Ecological 

Potential as required under the Water Framework Directive.   

There are three components to this scheme; narrowing the channel 

and providing marginal habitat through the creation of berms, using 

logs as flow defectors and to create low level jams to narrow the 

channel, create localised flow diversity and bed scour and tree 

planting on the banks to provide much needed shade.  

Habitat Enhancements to the Somersham watercourse at Bramford 
Naomi Boyle, Environment Agency 

Example of a marginal berm 

The common crane has continued to make a comeback after the latest survey revealed a record breaking 48 pairs 

across the UK in 2016 rearing 15 successfully fledged chicks.  The total population is now at an estimated 160 

birds – its highest number since cranes returned to the UK in 1978 after an absence of more than 400 years. 

The Eastern Region has been at the forefront of the success, seeing 19 pairs in 2016 rearing an incredible 11 of 

the total UK fledglings.  The Cambridgeshire Fens in particular had a bumper year for cranes, with 8 pairs and 7 

young recorded at locations including RSPB reserves at Nene Washes and Lakenheath Fen. The Norfolk Broads 

continues to be a stronghold for the birds with 11 pairs and 4 fledglings in 2016. 

Standing at a height of 4ft, this graceful grey bird with a long, elegant neck is one of the tallest in the UK. Wild 

cranes were once a widespread breeding species before they became extinct through hunting and the loss of 

their favoured wetland habitat in the 17th century.  

In 1978, a small number of wild cranes returned to the UK and established themselves in a small area of the 

Norfolk Broads before slowly spreading to other areas of eastern England, benefiting from work to improve their 

habitat at RSPB Lakenheath and RSPB Nene Washes. 

Wild cranes are now breeding in Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire, Yorkshire and East Scotland, as well as 

populations in Somerset, Wiltshire, Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. The population is now roughly half from the 

Great Crane Project’s reintroductions and half from the natural re-colonisation that has been occurring in the 

east of England for the last 30 years.  

You can find out more about the project and where to see the cranes in the wild at: 

www.thegreatcraneproject.org.uk  

Eastern Region plays Key Role in Record Number of Common Cranes 
RSPB 

http://www.thegreatcraneproject.org.uk


Using an excavator new berms have been created and some developing berms made more substantial in order to 

create a low flow channel more appropriate to the size of the flow. The narrower low-flow channel and resultant 

increased flow velocity will help to reduce sediment deposition and the build-up of dense stands of one or two 

dominant plant species across the channel. It will also create conditions for a wider range of aquatic species and 

reduce the need for on-going channel maintenance. The gently sloping berms will provide a substrate for marginal 

vegetation which the river currently lacks due to its’ steep banks. Channel capacity at times of high flow is not 

compromised as the berms have been constructed using material from higher up the bank.  

Flow defectors and log jams have been created using logs kindly provided by the landowner. Flow defectors have 

the effect of locally narrowing the channel and increasing flow velocity and can help to increase the sinuosity of the 

river’s long profile. The log jams will create turbulent flow locally which will cause bed scour keeping the gravels 

clear of sediment. This is important for invertebrates, spawning fish and preventing excessive plant growth. 

Tree Planting 

This is planned to take place this winter and in the long term will provide some much-needed shade deterring 

excessive in- channel plant growth which traps sediment and should, along with the berms and defectors, negate 

the need for future in-channel maintenance. We will be planting a mixture of about 80 native tree species to 

include alder, oak and willow. 

We are always looking for locations on rivers to undertake similar low cost habitat enhancements working with 

interested landowners.   

For more information or to discuss potential future projects please contact: 

Naomi Boyle, Biodiversity Technical Officer 

Environment Agency 

naomi.boyle@environment-agency.gov.uk  

Building a log jam 
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mailto:naomi.boyle@environment-agency.gov.uk


Clearing the North Face at Sutton Knoll 
Caroline Markham, GeoSuffolk 

The north face at Rockhall Wood SSSI, Sutton Knoll is close to the public footpath and so is visible to passers-by. 

GeoSuffolk has a panel here, viewable from the footpath and explaining this important geosite with its exposures 

of 4 million year-old Coralline Crag – a rock unique to Suffolk. We decided it was time to complete this exposure 

by digging out the central section, linking the good exposures at either end of the old quarry face and we brought 

in a digger on November 24th.  

The result is a spectacular 150m long ‘cliff’ of Coralline Crag, the like of which has not been seen for many 

decades. The photograph just shows part of it, with the newly dug face on the right - close inspection here 

revealed many of the small fossil molluscs which abound in the Coralline Crag. In contrast, the area on the left is 

part of the older face with the horizontal bedding and some near-vertical fissure structures picked out by the 

weathering. This is a work in progress, as the talus in the foreground has to be levelled and seeded with grass for 

easy maintenance.  

Bags of Money 
Gary Lowe, Groundwork 
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Community charity Groundwork is working with Tesco on their Bags of Help grant scheme, which channels the 5p 

charge for plastic bags into grants for outdoor space improvements. 

The scheme has been running for a little over a year. Consequently it has been reviewed 

and a couple of changes have been made, including giving Tesco customers a say much 

more frequently on where their money goes. Rather than having a couple of rounds a 

year, from December the scheme will become a permanent fixture in Tesco stores. Each 

month three projects in each of the Tesco regions will be up for a vote to see if they get a 

grant of up to £5,000 for the winner, up to £2,000 for second place and up to £1,000 for 

the third placed project. 

The criteria for eligibility have also been extended. Projects that will now get the green 

light include volunteer training, physical improvements of open spaces, equipment 

purchases, community events and sports and leisure activities. That could include events, 

walks, artists in residence, and much more. As before, voluntary and community 

organisations, schools, health bodies, councils, charities and housing providers can apply 

(and many others!). Find out more, and apply, at www.groundwork.org.uk/tesco. If you know of anyone who 

might be interested, please pass this on. For a chat, assistance or questions contact  Gary Lowe, at 

gary.lowe@groundwork.org.uk or call 01394 350370. 

The spectacular 150m long cliff of Coralline Crag at Sutton Knoll 

http://www.groundwork.org.uk/tesco
mailto:gary.lowe@groundwork.org.uk


Biodiversity Boost for Bridge Wood 
Neil Lister, Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB 

Suffolk Coast & Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty (AONB), Ipswich Borough Council’s Ranger 

Service and volunteers from the AONB, Ipswich Building 

Society and BT have recently joined forces to protect 

and manage key habitats on the edge of Ipswich and 

improve public enjoyment of them.  

Over four days the following was achieved. Dilapidated 

fencing around a key wildlife pond was replaced to 

benefit frogs, toads and grass snakes by preventing 

unhindered access and allowing the plants around the 

margin of the pond to recover. 

A ‘coup’ of previously coppiced woodland was reworked 

and protected by dead hedging and fencing mainly 

aimed at preventing deer from eating the regrowth of 

the coppice ‘stools’. This work will vary the woodland 

structure to benefit a range of wildlife including birds 

such as nightingale and blackcap. This is a small part of 

Ipswich Borough Council’s truly sustainable approach to 

woodland management in this part of the nationally 

protected landscape of the AONB.   

Improvements were made to the path that runs above 

the foreshore of the River Orwell, which also is the route 

of the Stour & Orwell Walk, one of the long distance 

recreation routes signed and promoted by the AONB. 

The gradient of the path from the foreshore was 

reduced, steps were built up a steep bank and anti-slip 

wire was fitted to a boardwalk. 

 

“This whole effort has been a tremendous example of 

partnership working, and giving volunteers the 

opportunity to get involved was a resounding success. 

The volunteers, as always, worked their socks off. I 

never cease to be amazed by their skills and 

enthusiasm.” said Neil Lister, Projects Officer with the 

Suffolk Coast and Heaths Unit.  

“What great days these have been! I never thought that 

all the tasks would be completed. I would have been 

happy to see just the pond protected! Orwell Country 

Park is now a better biodiversity hotspot, but just as 

importantly people will find it much easier to get around 

the site.” said Ed Boyle, Wildlife and Education Ranger 

with Ipswich Borough Council.  
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For Further details, please contact:   

Neil Lister, Countryside Officer, Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB 

Tel: 01394 445218 Mobile: 07920 577271 E-mail: neil.lister@suffolk.gov.uk 

Ed Boyle, Wildlife and Education Ranger, Ipswich Borough Council. 

Tel: 01473 433980 Mobile: 07736 826251 E-mail: edward.boyle@ipswich.gov.uk 

mailto:neil.lister@suffolk.gov.uk
mailto:edward.boyle@ipswich.gov.uk
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Hedgehogs are in trouble; data from between 2000 and 2014 shows rural 

populations to have declined by over half, and urban populations by up to a third. To 

contribute towards tackling this issue, Suffolk Wildlife Trust has recently launched a 

new project with the aim of making Ipswich the most hedgehog friendly town in the 

UK. We hope to achieve this aim by creating Hedgehog Highways (whole streets 

linked by hedgehog sized fence holes and hedgehog habitat), connecting the green 

spaces of Ipswich together.  Ipswich Hedgehog Champions will play a key role and 

will be individuals willing to engage their neighbours with wildlife friendly gardening 

like creating fence holes (13x13cm) for connectivity, and wild areas (log piles, 

wildflowers) for feeding and nesting opportunities. 

It is a two-year project, funded by Heritage Lottery Fund and British Hedgehog 

Preservation Society and aims to engage with a wide audience across the town 

including community groups, schools and businesses. We will also be taking part in a 

scientific study in April 2017 in conjunction with Nottingham Trent University to help 

validate a method for estimating hedgehog population density, as well 

as approaching Ipswich housing developers and fencing contractors to 

encourage hedgehog friendly infrastructure. 

We are looking for Ipswich residents to get involved by logging their 

hedgehog sightings, sending us a photo of their hedgehog fence or wall 

holes or signing up to be an Ipswich Hedgehog Champion. We will have 

resource packs to help champions encourage their neighbours, 

Hedgehog Highway plaques to mark holes and a loaning scheme for 

trail cameras and monitoring tunnels to help survey your garden!  All 

of the images show the Ipswich Hedgehog Champions work in action. 

More information about the project can be found on our website 

http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehog-action or by emailing 

hedgehogs@suffolkwildlifetrust.org. Ipswich hedgehog photos/videos/

stories can be shared with us on twitter (@ipswichhogs) and facebook (Suffolk Wildlife Trust in Ipswich) and you 

can keep up to date with our project by following our blog: https://ipswichhedgehogs.wordpress.com/. 

Making Ipswich the most Hedgehog Friendly Town in the UK! 
Ali North, Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

Hedgehog fence hole  
Photo Angie Tighe  

A log pile encouraging invertebrates in the garden 

of Emma Donald  

A hedgehog feeding station set up by Sally Burch  

http://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/hedgehog-action
mailto:hedgehogs@suffolkwildlifetrust.org


Red Crag Revisited 
Caroline Markham, GeoSuffolk 

We went back for more!  After the success of our day refreshing the Red Crag exposures at Butley Neutral Farm pit 

SSSI last February (reported in SBIS Newsletter Spring 2016), GeoSuffolk, with the help of Suffolk Coast and Heaths 

AONB volunteers, cleared the east face on September 27th. It was full of the fossil molluscs so characteristic of the 

Red Crag, so there were frequent pauses in our digging to retrieve and inspect these one-time inhabitants of the 

2.75 million year old ‘crag’ sea. 

We found several gastropods. Well-preserved Neptunea contraria (left-handed whelk) were quite common – 

there are three on the spade along with two right-handed neptuneas. The other, smaller gastropod is a natica.  

This is an assassin - the hole in the largest neptunea may well have been a ‘coup de gras’ delivered by a natica!  

The gastropods share the spade with some of the bi-valves mentioned in the previous article. 

The photograph to the left shows the newly re-exposed east 

face which complements the south face refreshed 

previously.  

Understanding the structures and deposition sequence in 

sedimentary rocks is an exercise in three dimensions and 

two faces at right-angles are a real bonus at this SSSI.   
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SBIS Planners’ Update Autumn 2016 published 

Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service’s Planners’ Update No. 6 Autumn 2016 is available 

here > 

Topics include: the Planning and Biodiversity seminar 2016, the benefits of nature to 

mental health, a new recreational avoidance and mitigation strategy, a home owners 

Guide to Engaging an Ecologist, bat crime, the effects of lighting on pollinating moths, the 

State of Nature Report 2016 and finally, the Protected Species focus in this issues is on 

Bats. 

GeoSuffolk and Suffolk Coast & Heath AONB 

volunteers clearing the east face Fossil molluscs found during the work 

https://issuu.com/suffolkbis/docs/planners_update_6_autumn_16


A Visitor from Afar 
Ian Barthorpe, RSPB 

When news broke on 4th November of a "funny-looking swallow" over 

the car park, a small group of staff, volunteers and visitors gathered 

hoping to work out what it was. They weren't helped in their cause by 

poor light and steady drizzle, but eventually managed to confirm the 

identification. A CLIFF SWALLOW. 

Now, I'm guessing that many of you will not have heard of a cliff 

swallow, and you'd be excused if that's the case. Indeed, you won't find 

one in your Field Guide to British Birds. Probably not in a European 

field guide, either. Why? Because it is on the wrong side of the Atlantic! 

Cliff swallows are widespread across North America, and usually fly 

south in the autumn to winter in western South America. Occasionally 

they get swept up in Atlantic storms and arrive in the UK. And I do 

mean occasionally. There are only about ten previous UK records, 

mostly in the southwest.  

This is the first cliff swallow to arrive in East Anglia, and yet another exciting addition to the Minsmere list. 

Luckily, it was still here at first light, allowing a thousand or so twitchers (including me) the chance to see this 

fabulous bird. Due to the poor light, Matt's pictures don't fully do justice to this lovely bird, which has been 

showing well on and off around the sand martin bank and stone-curlew watchpoint all day. 

Cliff swallows are chunkier than our familiar swallow (aka barn swallow), of which eight are also present. They 

have a square tail, lacking the streamers of our swallow, spotting on the undertail coverts, and a pale, rusty rump. 

This is a young bird so is sandy brown, slightly darker than a sand martin, with just a hint of red on it's throat. 

Adults are brighter, dark blue-black above with more red on throat and rump.  

The first photo of the cliff swallow, in poor 

light. Photo: Matt Parrott 

River Habitat Enhancement Project - River Stour at Wiston 
Will Akast, Environment Agency 
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The Environment Agency and the Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project have recently undertaken a 

partnership project on a 500m section of the River Stour.  The works will improve the diversity of river habitats to 

benefit fish, invertebrates and aquatic and marginal plants and will help move the Stour towards Good Ecological 

Potential as required under the Water Framework Directive.  Funding for the work has been provided by Defra’s 

Water Environment Improvement Fund.  

There are five main components to the river habitat 

enhancement works, all of them standard river habitat 

enhancement techniques used regularly throughout Britain, 

Europe and North America. 

 

1. Construction of gravel glides 

Localised raising of the river bed with existing river gravels has 

increased flow diversity over the river bed.  These glides provide 

important habitat for invertebrates and additional spawning sites 

for fish as well as helping to oxygenate the water.  The glides 

have been designed to maintain safe navigation access through 

this section of the river, even when river levels are low. A gravel glide on the River Wiston 



2. Berm construction 

Berms are low-lying marginal shelves within the channel adjacent 

to the river bank.  They trap sediment helping to keep the river 

bed clear for fish spawning and invertebrate breeding and they 

also provide additional habitat for plant species that rely on the 

damp margins of watercourses.  The berms have been 

constructed by altering the profile of the river bank in 5 

locations.  This work was undertaken after thorough examination 

of the river bank for the presence of protected species by 

Environment Agency ecologists.  The berms have been designed 

so that they will not adversely affect navigation access along this 

section of the river.  

 

3. Backwater creation 

Backwaters provide sheltered conditions away from the main 

river flow of water in the river.  This is important for many fish 

populations during flood and high flow conditions when they 

provide shelter from the full force of the water.  In summer, the 

shallow depth of backwaters allows the water to warm and 

provides ideal conditions for the rapid development of fish fry.  In 

the section of the Stour between Wormingford and Wiston mills 

there is a notable lack of such backwater habitat. 

 

4. Riverside tree planting 

A small number of riverside trees will be planted over the winter to complement those planted earlier in the 

year.  Riverside trees are a critical component of river ecosystems for the following reasons: 

Trees provide physical habitat diversity that in turn supports a diverse range of animal and plant species. 

They provide underwater root systems of value to fish and invertebrates. 

Tree root systems stabilise river banks and protect them from erosion. 

By providing shade trees moderate extremes in water temperature. 

Tree planting can enhance local landscape quality. 

Trees provide nesting sites for birds and a food source for 

mammals, birds and invertebrates. 

5. Placing of woody material  

Logs, branches and twigs are also an essential component of 

healthy river systems.  Wood in rivers can increase local flow 

velocities helping to keep areas of gravel bed clean of sediment 

and suitable for fish spawning.  Wood in rivers also provides cover 

and habitat for invertebrates and fish.  Log deflectors have been 

securely fastened to the river bed in a few locations at Wiston. The 

log deflectors have been sited to ensure that they do not adversely 

affect navigation access to the river. 

A berm on the River  Wiston 
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A backwater created in the River  Wiston 

Woody debris placed in the River  Wiston 



We are always looking for locations on Suffolk rivers to undertake similar low cost habitat enhancements 

working with interested landowners.   

For more information or to discuss potential future projects please contact: 

Will Akast, Catchment Delivery Manager-Suffolk, Environment Agency, Will.akast@environment-agency.gov.uk 

To discuss potential future projects in the Stour catchment please contact: 

Alex Moore da Luz, River Stour Project Officer, Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley Project, 

Alex.MooreDaLuz@suffolk.gov.uk 

The bittern – a type of heron considered extinct in the 

UK at the turn of the 20th Century – has experienced 

another successful year for breeding, according to an 

annual national survey carried out by RSPB staff and 

volunteers. 

Scientists count bitterns by listening for the male’s 

foghorn-like booming call, and this year numbers 

increased to at least 161, recorded at 76 sites. That 

compares to 157 at 72 sites in 2015, and is a positive 

sign that bitterns are back from the brink and thriving. 

Simon Wotton, senior conservation scientist at the RSPB, 

said: “In the late 1990s, the bittern was heading towards 

a second extinction in the UK, largely because its 

preferred habitat – wet reedbed – was drying out and 

required intensive management, restoration and habitat 

recreation. But, thanks to efforts to improve the habitat, 

the bittern was saved and we’re delighted to see it going 

from strength to strength.” 

Secretive and highly camouflaged birds, bitterns live in 

wet reedbeds – a habitat which, in the UK had become 

scarce and under managed by the late 1980s. The 

increasing number of bitterns identified, thanks to the 

careful management of reedbeds across the country, 

shows that conservation really can make a notable 

difference in bringing species back from the brink. Plus, 

an increase in reedbeds is also benefiting other species 

such as reed leopard moths, bearded tits, water voles 

and even otters. 

The bittern was absent as a breeding bird between the 

1870s and 1911, and as such was declared extinct in the 

UK. As well as losing their habitats after England’s 

wetlands were drained, bitterns were also sought after 

by taxidermists and egg collectors. There are thought to 

be more stuffed bitterns in Norfolk than there are live 

birds. 

Bittern numbers rose to around 80 booming males in 

the 1950s, but had declined to only 11 booming males in 

England in 1997. Concern over a second UK extinction 

led to a concerted conservation program which is driving 

the current recovery.  

Martin Harper, RSPB’s conservation director, added: 

“The bittern is a species which proves that conservation 

can be successful, especially when you can identify the 

reason behind its decline and bring in measures and 

funding to aid its recovery.” 

Over the last 25 years there have been several 

significant habitat-restoration projects, some of which 

are now RSPB nature reserves, including : 

Lakenheath, in Suffolk. This wetland site was 

converted from carrot fields from 1995. Bitterns 

were first recorded booming here in 2006 and the 

first confirmed nesting was recorded in 

2009.  This year six booming males are being 

recorded on site. 

Ouse Fen, in Cambridgeshire. This partnership 

project with Hanson has seen wetland creation 

from former mineral workings, which started 

around 10 years ago.  In time, it will be the 

largest reedbed in the UK. The first confirmed 

booming was in 2012, with 8 recorded in 2016.  

 

 

Bitterns Experiencing Baby Boom  
RSPB 
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Tips for spotting bitterns 

Bitterns can be seen regularly at a number of RSPB sites 

including Minsmere, Lakenheath Fen and Ouse Fen. The 

best time to see bitterns is at dusk or dawn, on clear 

days. Bitterns boom during the breeding season in 

spring and early summer (their deep booming call, 

made by the male to attract a mate, can be heard up to 

two kilometers away). However winter months are a 

good time to spot bitterns, as birds from the continent 

arrive to boost the resident UK population. Prolonged 

cold weather also makes feeding more difficult, so 

there is more chance of seeing them in flight as they 

search for suitable feeding spots. 

 

Update from the Suffolk AONBs  

Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB 

Here is a truly inspiring film about the coast and estuary partnership activity involved in keeping the area so special.  

The film features representatives of a number of organisations involved in managing the coast, including the Suffolk 

Coast and Heaths AONB staff talking about Touching the Tide and Beachwatch. Watch the film here >  

Dedham Vale AONB 

The Dedham Vale AONB has been designated for its Natural Beauty and Special Qualities. In order to understand 

this the AONB team commissioned a nationally recognised landscape consultancy to report on what the Natural 

Beauty and Special Qualities comprise. An area to the west of the existing AONB boundary has been assessed in a 

similar way to understand its Natural Beauty and Special Qualities and to assess how this area measures up to the 

criteria for designation as an AONB. This work, which was part funded by local parish councils and amenity societies 

can be found here > 

Why not follow the AONBs on Twitter? Suffolk Coast & Heaths https://twitter.com/SuffolkAONB@SuffolkAONB and 

Dedham Vale https://twitter.com/DedhamValeSVP@DedhamValeSVP 
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Suffolk Natural History journals available online 

Back numbers of Transactions of the Suffolk Naturalists’ Society have been scanned and converted into searchable 

pdfs. Publication in this form will make it available to a much wider audience. 

This huge resource covering 85 years since the Society was founded by Claude Morley in 1929 includes much 

important research and many fascinating articles. Each paper has been saved as a separate downloadable file with 

any colour plates attached and the whole dataset will be indexed by Google. This will save much time for those who 

can remember there was something published in the journal, but cannot remember what year it was! 

All the papers from the SNS conferences are available, many from national experts in their field. 

An index by volume has been created on the SBIS Downloads page and papers can be viewed direct on ISSUU 

We hope to have the full run uploaded by the end of this year. 

We have also made Claude Morley’s 1937 Lepidoptera of Suffolk available in the same pdf format. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lc4IvGYU1AY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.dedhamvalestourvalley.org/planning-and-projects/natural-beauty-and-special-qualities/
http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/node/76
https://issuu.com/suffolknaturalistssociety/stacks
https://issuu.com/suffolknaturalistssociety/docs/the_lepidoptera_of_suffolk


Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service 

Sharing information about Suffolk’s wildlife 

Suffolk Biodiversity Information Service is the One-Stop-Shop for biodiversity information in Suffolk. Operating as 

an independent and objective centre for biodiversity data we collate, manage and mobilise species and site 

information for the benefit of Suffolk’s wildlife as a whole.  

News SBIS website > 

Events SBIS News / Events >   

Funding Opportunities Check out if any of these funds can benefit your conservation or community wildlife 

project. SBIS News / Funding >  

Project Fund We have a small Project Fund available to individuals and communities for research, habitat 

enhancement or to benefit Suffolk species. Please contact Gen Broad if you’re looking for small amounts of funding 

for your project.  

Follow us on Twitter @Suffolkbis >    Like us on Facebook >   Share photos on Flickr > 

Newsletter Publication dates : Spring, Summer, Autumn and Winter.  
Deadline for Winter 2016/17 newsletter articles: Friday 24th February.  

If you’d like to share the work that you or your organisation / group is doing to protect 
biodiversity in Suffolk, please send your article (with photos) for inclusion in the next 
newsletter to Gen Broad 

Thank you to our readers for supporting this newsletter, 
all feedback is welcome!  
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Contact Us 

Martin Sanford (SBIS Manager) email: martin.sanford@suffolk.gov.uk, tel: 01473 433547 

Ben Heather (Biological Records Officer—GIS) email: ben.heather@suffolk.gov.uk, tel: 01473 433571 

Gen Broad (Biodiversity Officer) email: gen.broad@suffolk.gov.uk, tel: 01473 264308 

The SBIS Team (left to right: Ben Heather, Martin 

Sanford & Gen Broad) 

http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/news
http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/news/events
http://www.suffolkbis.org.uk/news/funding
https://twitter.com/suffolkbis
https://www.facebook.com/suffolkbis/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/sbrc_suffolk-wildlife-photos/

