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• Ancient species

• Key, Umbrella, Indicator, Flagship

• Limited legal protection but are a 
priority species

Western European Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus

Kevin Grey Julochka https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/



Concerning declines

Urban populations have 
declined by up to a third  
between 2000-2014

PTES & BHPS (2015) The State of Britain’s Hedgehogs 2015 

Steve Cobham https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/



Rural populations have 
declined by at least half 
between 2000 - 2014

PTES & BHPS (2015) The 

State of Britain’s 

Hedgehogs 2015 

Concerning declines

PTES & BHPS (2015) The State of Britain’s 

Hedgehogs 2015 
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Suburban
Smaller gardens
Tidy gardening
Impermeable fences
Strimming
Entanglement
Steep ponds

Rural
Large fields, fewer features
Increase in badgers

Widespread issues
Loss of habitat and fragmentation
Pesticides
Road traffic

Climate change?
Disease?





1) Nesting opportunities 
2) Feeding opportunities
3) Connected network

Ali North
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• Daytime nests

• Breeding nests

• Hibernation nests

1) Nesting opportunities

Simone Bullion Simone Bullion Ali North

Plane leaf: Virens https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/, Horse chestnut: Ninjatacoshell https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en, Oak leaf: Ninjatacoshell https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en, 
beech leaf: Guillaume Bokiau https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en, birch leaf: Andrikkos https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en.



2) Feeding opportunities

Dean Morley https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/, Schizoform https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

Bernard Dupont https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/H Taylor https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0Martin Cooper https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/, 



Male average 
1.8km, female 
average 1.1km

3) Connected Network

(Reeve 1982)



Minimum 
viable 
population: 
32 
individuals 
in ~1km² in 
urban areas

Moorhouse 2013

3) Connected Network



Mitigating the impacts of 
development

• Method & timing of 
clearance

• Habitat retention
• Development design

• Impact of construction

• Impact of habitat change

Simone Bullion



Source: Ipswich Borough Council
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Improved 
garden
connectivity

Porous boundaries as 
standard in newbuilds

Consultants and 
planning officers 
recommending 
hedgehog 
mitigation

Awareness amongst 
existing garden owners

Easily available 
hedgehog friendly 
fencing options

Awareness amongst architects 
and planners

Fencing contractors & 
landscapers promoting 
porous fencing



Thank you!

Tom Marshall
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